4
War and the Severing of the 'Pink Link' For all its internationalist spirit, collaboration between British and German mapmakers could not survive the reality of open military conflict between the European powers. Like the utopian International World Map project, the close and profitable Anglo-German cartographic freemasonry 'foundered on the rocks of entrenched national antipathy and suspicion' exposed by the First World War; and the spirit of international cooperation which had been growing stronger in the cartographic world 'lay in ruins' by August 1914. The outbreak of war between Britain and Germany caught many in the commercial cartographic business off guard. Thomas Barker, Bartholomew's printing manager (and a future director of the firm), was in Berlin when the crisis developed, and was trapped there for an unknown period full of 'anxiety and worry' at his situation.
2 Barker's German-born wife, MarieLouise, related to John George her husband's 'fearful state' and his concern that he could not renew his business with the firm.
3 Both Barkers viewed the war as 'so uncalled for', and for all the other cartographers maintaining close interpersonal and professional relationships across the North Sea, it must have been greatly upsetting.
4 James Geikie, the noted geologist and a prominent enthusiast for German poetry and scientific thought, was no doubt expressing a widespread feeling when he remarked to his friend John George Bartholomew that '[t]his abominable war has upset everything and caused the very name of German to stink'.
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Cartographers on both sides also began to take as active a role as possible in contributing to the defeat of the new enemy, and alongside the betterknown academics, signed and issued manifestos justifying their nations' respective causes in the war. 6 Days before the final declaration of war on Germany, Douglas Freshfield placed the 'personal and material resources' of the Royal Geographical Society (RGS) at the disposal of the Geographical Section of the General Staff (GSGS). 7 The idea of the 1:1 million scale mappreviously a symbol of peace and international cooperation -was taken up by the assistant secretary of the RGS Arthur Hinks, who gained the support of the War Office for the production of a map of Europe on that scale, arguing R. Scully, British Images of Germany © Richard Scully 2012 for its incalculable value as a weapon of war against the very nation which had championed it. 8 The detailed geographical and topographical knowledge of Germany and Europe, gained through the long association with cartographers from that country, was now employed by Lord Kitchener himself to plan Germany's defeat, and kept in reserve for the day when the Continent would be divided anew by the victorious powers. 9 In the private sector -and in keeping with the patriotic duty implied by his title of 'Geographer to the King' -Bartholomew's Institute was transformed into a veritable factory for the production of 'millions of military maps'.
10 Indeed the firm's official historian, Leslie Gardiner, points out that the continual supply of maps of the Western Front, Africa and Mediterranean made Bartholomew & Co. something close to 'an auxiliary of the government cartographical departments '. 11 For Ian Bartholomew the coming of the war brought an extreme turnaround in attitudes. Recently engaged in cementing his family's German connections, Ian now found himself arrayed in khaki with the objective of killing as many Germans as he possibly could. He expressed his own sense of privilege in being 'able to take part in probably the greatest, and to be hoped, the last of the World's wars for freedom versus Tyranny'.
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Ian Bartholomew's military service was nothing short of heroic. 13 He was eventually joined in active service by his brother Hugh, his sister Elizabeth (a Red Cross nurse, primarily serving on the Italian Front), and just a few weeks before the Armistice, even the youngest Bartholomew, Boy. The initial sense of the war being only against Germany's rulers soon dissipated, as Ian saw the work being done by everyday 'Bosches [sic]' in uniform (including firing upon his company playing football), and lost the regard once felt for his country's onetime partners in the cartographic profession.
14 While Ian survived the trenches, like so many other families with sons in uniform, the Bartholomews also felt the full horror of the war when tragedy struck one of their own: Hugh was hit by shrapnel and died of wounds on 30 September 1917. Ian wrote to his father from the Army Intelligence Office in Le Havre to help soothe the pain of loss, and in one of his more positive moments, John George wrote back to let Ian know his feeling that 'Hugh is still with us', and that his example would assist the whole family to 'lead fuller lives, and not starve each other for want of love and sympathy'. 15 The gloom of personal tragedy served only to further distance the Bartholomews from their former regard for things German, John George speculating half-bitterly , halfjokingly that his recurring illness might very well be due to 'the Germans tak [ing] advantage of these east winds to send over influenza microbes', such was the otherwise 'thorough and systematic' nature of modern warfare.
